Too much salt in our lives
The recent ice and snow is mostly
gone now, but the salt we’ve poured
on our streets and sidewalks is still
around.
Just as too much salt in our diet
can be unhealthy, too much salt on
our roads and sidewalks can be bad
for the health of our environment.
After
road salt
melts the ice, it soon
finds its way into surrounding soil or stormwater inlets, where it is
carried into one of our
underground
runs or the ManCommentary by
atawny Creek, all
Thomas Hylton
of which lead to
the
Schuylkill
River.
When the chloride in salt accumulates in soil, it stunts the growth
of vegetation. For example, you can
see this at the tree park at Beech
and Charlotte streets, where the red
maple trees lining North Charlotte
Street are smaller and less robust
than the maples in the interior of
the park.
Chloride finding its way into the
Manatawny Creek and Schuylkill
River can be toxic to aquatic life.
Salt ions change the chemistry of

our waterways in ways that could
also affect their potability and
their impact on infrastructure.
For example, when Flint, Michigan switched its primary water
source to the Flint River in 2014,
the river’s high salt load caused
lead to leach from water pipes,
creating the city’s well known public safety crisis.
As I walk around Pottstown, I
see property owners dumping huge
amounts of salt on their sidewalks
when a much more modest
amount would work just as well.
Minimizing the amount of salt
applied to our streets and sidewalks will minimize their environmental damage later on. (Not to
mention the mess in our houses
when our shoes carry salt inside.)
And, of course, Pottstown has
too much paved surface in the first
place: About 25 percent of our
total land area is covered by roads,
sidewalks, and parking lots.
The basic principle of stormwater management and green infrastructure is to minimize the
amount of pavement. Less pavement means more rainwaterabsorption — and less salt necessary.

TOO MUCH SALT — While salt and other ice-melting chemicals are necessary to make our streets and sidewalks safe in winter, they also have a
negative long-term impact on the environment.

