Too much asphalt
In recent weeks, we’ve talked
about Pottstown’s deteriorating
stormwater infrastructure, including
century-old arches covering four
streams running through Pottstown.
Heavy rainfalls like the one which
inundated Pottstown July
11 are becoming more
frequent, and flooding is
getting worse.
Pottstown’s vast areas
of impervious surfaces, which preCommentary by
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from being absorbed into the
ground, are the key problem.
Most of that impervious surface is
dedicated to cars. More of our town
is covered with parking lots than with
buildings — 14% for buildings and
15% for parking lots. Another 9% of
Pottstown’s surface is used for
streets.
Pottstown has a surfeit of parking
— more than two spaces for every
man, woman, and child in the borough.
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The chart below right shows the
borough has more than 44,000 parking spaces — about half in parking
lots and the other half on our streets.
This figure comes from painstakingly counting each space using
Google Earth, a process that took a
colleague more than 100 hours.
Of course, the vast majority of
these spaces are empty most of the
time.
But people want a parking
space within a few seconds’ walk of
any place they want to go. That’s right,
seconds.
If people were willing to walk 3
minutes from their car to their destination, they could park up to 900 feet
away — the length of two city blocks.
But they’re not.
We even have too much surface
dedicated to sidewalks — 3.3 million
square feet, about 20 percent more
than necessary to meet PennDOT
standards (4 to 5 feet wide).
The most cost-effective way to
manage stormwater is simply to remove excess impervious surface. We
need to start doing that.
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38% of Pottstown is covered
with impervious surfaces

