Money and quality of life
In recent years, policy makers
On Tuesday, we discussed the diminishing size of the American middle have tried to develop better indexes
class and the increasing extremes of to measure human well-being.
For example, the United Nations
wealth and poverty in the United
has adopted a Human DevelopStates.
ment Index which measures naHowever, income isn’t the
tional progress according to three
only way to measure our quality
parameters: the income of its citiof life.
zens; their life expectancy;
Although the
United
and their education level.
States is one of the world’s
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Other indexes try to
wealthiest countries per
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measure values such as
capita, the “average income
income equality or happiper capita” is skewed by
ness (very hard to quantify).
the enormous wealth at the top.
Measuring Pottstown by wealth
And per capita income doesn’t
count the social benefits available in puts us near the bottom. But having
Canada and many European coun- lived in our downtown for nearly 50
years, I find the quality of life here
tries, such as free health care for all.
Americans also get a lot less time much superior to the suburbs.
We’ve got economic and racial
off than Canadians and most Europeans. France, the United Kingdom, diversity that reflects America. We’ve
Germany, and Spain are just a few of got sidewalks along our 70 miles of
the developed countries that require streets. Everything is interconnected
by law at least 30 paid vacation days for walking and biking as well as
and public holidays. The United States driving. We have marvelous historic
architecture to enjoy every day.
requires none.
There are a lot of things in PottsEver since the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) measurement was de- town that need fixing. But the basic
veloped in the 1930s, it has been the environment is well designed.
official index economists have used to
define the well-being of a country’s
citizens.
Because the GDP only measures
the monetary value of goods and services, however, it misses vitally important aspects of human well-being.
For example, when 100 acres of
trees are cut down for a shopping mall
or a housing development, that adds
to the GDP. But this economic
“progress” degrades the environment.
If you get lung cancer from smoking, all the cigarettes you consume
and the medical services you need add
to the GDP.
POTTSGROVE’S CROSS COUNTRY
But if you practice healthy habits
TEAM
often trains in Pottstown
and die at home of old age, it doesn’t
because it’s safer to run here than
in the townships.
add to the GDP.

POTTSTOWN IS ONE OF THE FEW places where kids can walk to school.

