PennDOT would nix pull-in parking
To hear recent chatter about implementing pull-in angle parking on High
Street, you’d think it was just a matter
of getting out some paint cans and
brushes and changing the direction of
the parking stalls. It’s not.
High Street is a state highway, and
any changes in parking configuration
require PennDOT’s approval.
Pottstown officials talked about
installing pull-in parking on High
Street throughout the late 1980s and
1990s. PennDOT said no, unless the
borough also installed a dedicated
back-up and maneuvering lane exclusive of travel lanes. That would have
eliminating parking on one side of the
street, with fewer overall parking
spaces, not more.
PennDOT doesn’t like pull-in angle
parking because motorists are then
blindly backing up into a moving traffic lane when exiting a space. This is
even worse with more SUVs and vehicles using tinted glass on the road.
With parallel parking, motorists are
not backing up blindly. They can see
where they are going.
So Pottstown
suggested to PennDOT that back-in
angle parking has the same safety
advantages as parallel parking.
Then, when leaving a parking
space,
drivers are facing forward,
allowing a better view of traffic and
cyclists.
The vehicle’s trunk is accessed from
the sidewalk, making it safer and easier to unload items. It is safer to exit a
vehicle facing forward as well.

PennDOT therefore granted permission for back-in angle parking as
a demonstration project.
Pottstown installed back-in angle
parking in 2003. It was the first
Pennsylvania municipality to do so. Backin angle parking narrowed High Street to
one lane in each direction, slowing traffic and
making it safer for
pedestrians
to
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cross the street.
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It
added
93
parking
spaces
downtown, immediately adjacent to stores and offices,
simply by making more efficient use
of the existing street.
PennDOT has become a strong
proponent of back-in angle parking.
Numerous Pennsylvania municipalities have now added back-in
angle parking, including Philadelphia, Conshohocken, Mt. Penn, Bethlehem, Lancaster, York, and Erie.

PARALLEL PARKING requires four
steps. Back-in parking requires just
three, eliminating the hardest one.
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