Public education: Cost no object
In recent columns, we’ve been discussing the Pottstown School District’s
comprehensive planning process now underway.
The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) requires all Pennsylvania
school districts to submit a three-year comprehensive plan to the state every
three years.
Although they are called “plans,” they are really a catalogue of all the
things each district says it is doing to comply with a mind-numbing array of
state mandates and regulations. More than 80 topics must be covered.
Curiously, cost is not one of them. Apparently, to PDE, money is no object.
Pennsylvania spends more, per pupil, than all but seven other states and
the District of Columbia for K-12 education.
However, state government in Pennsylvania contributes less to the cost of
education than all but three states. And as anyone not living
in a cave knows, the state doesn’t follow its own “fair funding” formula, which shortchanges Pottstown by $13 million a
year while other districts receive excess funding.
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No one on the team has reason to be concerned
about the cost. In fact, the overwhelming majority
of school community members believe we’re not
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No wonder the cost of public education has
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accounting for inflation.
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Tom Hylton is a member of the Pottstown
School Board. However, the views expressed are his alone and not the board’s.
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