
In September 2000, Pottstown Borough 
Council adopted a Community
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Council adopted a Community 
Development Strategy with 11 priorities.

In the subsequent decade, some priorities 
were carried out, some not.

1 M k t th B h1. Market the Borough

2. Promote Schuylkill Valley Metro

3. Revitalize High Street

4. Improve Borough-Business 
Connections

5. Implement Plan to improve the 
Washington Street area

6. Market the Keystone Opportunity 
Zone

7. Reuse the Mrs. Smith’s factory 
complex.

8. Promote regional government g g
cooperation

9. Improve Pottstown Schools’ image

10. Lower rental unit density

11. Implement the John Potts Park Plan.

History compiled by Thomas Hylton
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For much of the 20th century, Pottstown 
employed angle parking downtown on High 
Street.

In 1948, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Highways  ordered the borough to eliminate 
angle parking and replace it with parallel 
parking, wider lanes, and a turning lane.

This improved traffic flow, but impeded 
shopping and walking downtown.  The 2000 
Development Plan called for  narrowing High 
Street to make the downtown a shopping and 
commercial destination once again.

Pottstown Mercury
February 8, 1948

High Street in the late 1940s. 
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Angle parking first proposed in 1986 

A return to angle parking had been 
proposed by then-Borough Manager Tom 
Harwood in 1986.  But the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation didn’t like p p
the idea (High Street is a state highway) 
and the effort was dropped.
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Angle parking proposal resurrected in 2000
In January 2000, the Pottstown Planning Commission reintroduced the idea.  Pottstown Council was invited to an 
informational meeting in which slides of angle parking in Europe and the United States were shown.

During the year 2000, the planning commission studied various traffic configurations with input from PennDOT. 

Angle parking is used on both sides of the street, plus 
a center median, in Fort Collins, Colorado, home of 
Colorado State University. 

Trees are planted in the street in Mountain View, Calif., 
and cars park diagonally in between the trees.

Angle parking is installed on both sides of the main 
street in Holland, Michigan. 

Columbus, Indiana employs both parallel parking and angle 
parking on different sides of the street. 
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Back-in angle parking recommended
In March 2001, the Planning Commission 
recommended back-in angle parking on High 
St t b t M di d M t St tStreet between Madison and Manatawny Streets.

The proposed configuration would narrow the 
street to two lanes plus a turning lane, slowing 
down traffic.  It would allow the installation of 
bicycle lanes on both sides of the street.

It would be safer than pull-in parking, and would 
substantially increase the number of parking 
spaces downtown at no added cost. Wilmington, Delaware, has employed back-in angle parking 

downtown for more than 60 years. 

Back-in 
angle 
parking 
in Paris, 
FranceFrance

Pennsylvania Avenue is one of many streets using back-in angle parking 
in Washington, D.C.  The U.S. Capitol can be seen in the background.

5



Angle Parking installed in August 2003

Using grants from PennDOT, g g ,
Montgomery County, and federal funds 
through the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission, the borough 
changed its traffic light configurations 
and installed back-in angle parking on 
High Street between Manatawny andHigh Street between Manatawny and 
Madison streets in August 2003.

The new configuration added 95 new 
parking spaces downtown -- a 21 percent 
increase -- plus bicycle lanes on both 
sides of the street

Before

sides of the street.

With each passing year, more and more 
people are using the bike lanes. 

After
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Although Pottstown 
was the first 
Pennsylvania 

i i lit tmunicipality to 
install back-in angle 
parking, a growing 
number of cities 
nationwide are 
adding back-in 

Brooklyn, New York.  All boroughs in New York City are now switching  to 
back-in angle parking. Below,  Connecticut Avenue in Washington, D.C.

angle parking to 
their streets, 
including:

Arlington, VA
Birmingham, AL

g p g , g ,

g
Charlotte, NC
Chico, CA
Everett, WA
Honolulu, HI
Indianapolis, IN
Knoxville, TNKnoxville, TN
Marquette, MI
Missoula, MT
New York, NY
Olympia, WA
Portland, OR
Salt Lake City UTSalt Lake City, UT
San Francisco, CA
Santa Barbara, CA
Seattle, WA
Tacoma, WA
Tucson, AR
Ventura CA M i S B hl hVentura, CA
Washington, DC
Wilmington, DE

Main Street, Bethlehem
Last year, Bethlehem became the second Pennsylvania town to install back-in angle parking, on 
a portion of its Main Street. The city is now is considering expanding its use.  The City of Erie 
recently announced it will convert one downtown block to back-in angle parking.
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Renovation and Restoration

A vital way to improve Pottstown’s tax base 
d it lit f lif i t t tand its quality of life is to renovate, restore, 

and enhance existing buildings throughout the 
borough. 
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Pottstown Adopts New Subdivision and Zoning Ordinance in 2003
In 2003, the last large open tract in Pottstown, about 33 acres located off Manatawny Street in the northwest corner 
of the borough, was approved for a 150-unit retirement community called Manatawny Village.

Since then except for a few vacant parcels in Pottstown’s industrial parks all new development would need to beSince then, except for a few vacant parcels in Pottstown s industrial parks, all new development would need to be 
“infill” development.  Infill development refers to using small parcels of land scattered through the borough.  To 
encourage high quality infill development and restorations of existing buildings, Pottstown passed a new zoning 
ordinance in 2003. 

Manatawny Village
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