Marshaling resources
In yesterday’s column, using the
funding sources: government grants,
city of York as an example, we
the Pottstown Area Health and Wellpointed out that Pottstown will
ness Foundation, and payments in
never solve its financial problems
lieu of taxes from tax-exempt propwith economic development alone.
erty owners.
Government Grants
Despite tens of millions of dollars in economic development
Pottstown borough and
in recent years, York is so
school district have received
destitute it plans to lay off
millions of dollars in grants in
nearly half its police officers
recent years, for such things
next year and possibly turn
as pre-school education, walover its public school system
ing and biking routes, parks,
to a private charter school
a non-profit theater, and
operator.
housing rehabilitation.
It would take a huge
It is essential we
Commentary by
and, frankly, unimaginmaximize these grant
Tom Hylton
able increase in our tax
opportunities.
base to sustain the upWellness Foundation
ward spiral in government spendPottstown also has a health and
ing we’ve seen in Pottstown during
wellness foundation created in 2003
the last decade or so.
when the non-profit Pottstown MeGovernment spending
morial Medical Center was sold to
The Pottstown School District,
Community Health Systems. Most of
for example, has the twelfth highthe proceeds went to establish a
est taxes of 500 districts in Penntrust fund overseen by a 15-member,
sylvania. These taxes are an enorself-perpetuating foundation board
mous disincentive for residents
whose members serve 3-year terms.
and businesses to locate here.
Thus far, the foundation has
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Pensions, health benefits
showing these grant recipients based
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These kind of benefits will
eventually force Pottstown into
the draconian personnel cuts
York is now contemplating.
Quality of life issues
Aside from current government
spending, there are other needs to
be addressed.
Pottstown has
stinted on such quality of life basics as sidewalks, street trees,
street resurfacing, and housing
rehabilitation.
Other funding sources
There are three other possible

