Pottstown’s best bargain
The Pottstown Regional Public
Library, the borough’s most costeffective public institution, celebrated its reopening the first
day of December after
nearly six months of renovations.
It’s fascinating how
much the library accomplished with just
$630,000 — half
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and
half
from
local fundraising.
Compare this to $30 million in
public dollars the Pottstown School
District has spent in recent years
renovating and enlarging just four
elementary schools serving 1,450
students in grades K-4.
Meanwhile, the public library has
27,000 registered users and receives
about 160,000 visits in a typical year.
Historic gem
So what was accomplished for
$630,000?
First, the main reading room has
been transformed with new flooring,
ceilings, and lighting.

The library building, prominently
located at High and Washington
streets, was built in 1918 as the Pottstown Post Office. It was converted to
the library in 1961 when the current
post office was constructed at High
and Madison streets.
In the process of removing the
1960s floor covering in the main room,
contractors discovered gorgeous marble tile in what had been the lobby of
the post office. That tile was cleaned
and preserved, and a handsome new
foyer was constructed.
A new faux wood vinyl floor covers
the rest of the room, and a new ceiling
with energy-efficient lighting has been
installed.
A new circulation desk has also
been
constructed.
There is new
plumbing, wiring, and a new phone
system.
“Found” space
Architect Dick Frantz “found” space
for a new meeting room by extending
the mezzanine on the south side of the
building to the east side in what had
been open space above the main floor.
The new room connects to an existing
elevator and stair tower.
A new passport office was constructed underneath the new meeting room, together with a staff
workroom and a handicapped accessible public lavatory.
Non-profit status
The public library is a non-profit
that operates with an annual budget of just $650,000.
It receives 50 percent of its
funding from local governments, 20
percent from the state, and the rest
from private fundraising.
It’s Pottstown’s best bargain.

POTTSTOWN LIBRARY has new signage, doors, and exterior lighting, with a
ramp for handicapped accessibility, top. Inside, the main floor of the library has been transformed with new ceilings, flooring, lighting, and an
enlarged circulation desk. The mezzanine was extended to create a new
meeting room with a window overlooking the main floor.

