Planting trees … in Lancaster
Tomorrow is Arbor Day.
Elementary schools throughout
Pennsylvania will conduct little ceremonies in which a cherry or dogwood
tree will be planted somewhere on
school grounds.
In Lancaster, tree planting is more
than just a spring ritual.
Like many progressive
cities across the country,
Lancaster has adopted a
“green
infrastructure”
program to
manage
storm water and
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enhance its environment.
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In heavy rains,
storm water infiltrates sewer lines,
overwhelming treatment plants and
allowing untreated water to flow into
rivers and streams.
It’s a huge problem in Pottstown,
which hired a consultant last year to
develop a storm water management
plan for the borough.
Typically, cities have replaced pipes
and built massive storage tanks to
hold water temporarily after storms.
But Lancaster will spend $140
million over the next 25 years for
green infrastructure to absorb rainwater where it falls.
By planting more trees, putting
“green” roofs on buildings, removing
excess impervious surface for rain
gardens, and using porous pavement
which absorbs storm water, Lancaster estimates it will save $121 million
compared to building storage tanks.

At the same time, Lancaster has the
added benefit of beautifying the city
and increasing residents’ quality of life.
The city has inventoried its street
trees and trees in public parks — there
are more than 10,000 — and plans to
add 250 street trees per year for the
next 25 years.
Lancaster benefits from a strong
culture of environmental stewardship.
Each spring and fall, for example,
neighborhood volunteers plant trees
provided by the city.
In Pottstown, unfortunately, we are
going the other way. In the last decade, Pottstown has lost 275 street
trees. Another 65 street trees are conspicuously dead, a demoralizing sight
in a town desperately seeking to revitalize itself.

Each spring and fall, neighborhood groups plant street trees in Lancaster. The city purchases the trees and cuts the tree wells in the
sidewalk. The city arborist and his assistants guide the volunteers.

