Always easiest to raise taxes
Leo Durocher got it wrong:
Nice guys don’t always finish last.
More often than not, they win local
school board elections.
And once in office, they find it
much easier to raise taxes than to
cut costs.
The school community — administrators, staff, and parents — defends every
expense as absolutely
vital to the welfare of
our children.
Years of tax increases have brought
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taxes in Pennsylvania.
Exorbitant taxes are the No. 1
impediment to the revitalization of
our town. They are the chief reason
we have trouble attracting productive
residents and businesses and keeping them here.
They induce property owners to
seek reassessments, which is why
our tax base has been declining for
years.
In the weeks prior to the recent
school board election, I distributed
campaign literature to 3,800 homeowners who voted within the last
year.
The message: The school board
needs to keep spending under control, even if it means cutting staff and
programs.
The voters did not agree. I came in
fifth place for four open positions on
the board.
Candidates can be voted in and
out of office, but the fundamental
economics don’t change.
As the chart at right shows, Pottstown’s tax base has dropped dramatically in the last 20 years, while the
school district’s budget has more than
doubled — twice the rate of inflation.
Local nice guys point to Pennsylvania legislators as the bad guys: “They
aren’t giving us enough money!”
True or not, significant increases in
state funding are unlikely. The legislature actually borrowed $1.5 billion
to balance this year’s budget, and
next year’s budget will begin with a
deficit of at least $1 billion.
So the downward cycle of tax increases, reassessments, and more tax
increases is likely to continue.

Pottstown’s Tax Base
Year

Total assessments valuation

1998

$816,841,351

2018

$777,000,000

Pottstown School Dist. Budget
Year
1998-99

$26,379,071

2017-18

$62,021,819

