44,172 parking spaces
Pottstown’s zoning ordinance requires off-street parking for anything
that gets built or substantially renovated.
You’d think that Pottstown has a
parking shortage. In fact, Pottstown
has a surfeit of parking —
more than two spaces for
every man, woman, and
child in the borough.
The chart at right
shows the borough
has more than
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spaces — about
half in parking lots
and the other half on our streets.
This figure comes from painstakingly counting each space using
Google Earth, a process that took a
colleague more than 100 hours.
Of course, the vast majority of
these spaces are empty most of the
time. Nearly 40 percent of Pottstown’s total land area is covered by
impervious surfaces for buildings,
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streets, and parking lots, which is why
the borough has a massive storm water run-off problem.
In fact, more of our town is covered
with parking lots than with buildings
— 14% for buildings and 15% for
parking lots.
The so-called parking shortage is a
shortage of parking spaces within a
few seconds’ walk of any place anyone
wants to go. That’s right, seconds.
Most people walk at a pace of
about 300 feet per minute. So if you’re
willing to walk for three minutes, you
can park up to 900 feet from your
destination.
Most blocks in Pottstown range
from 300 feet to 500 feet long. Therefore, it takes about 3 minutes to walk
two blocks. Most people find that an
unbearable distance to walk for a
parking space — even on rare occasions.
That’s why we have an obesity
problem, and why so much of our
town is covered with asphalt.
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38% of Pottstown is covered
with impervious surfaces

