Punting on tough decisions
The Pennsylvania legislature was
four months late in passing a budget
last year, and it actually borrowed $1.5
billion to keep it balanced.
Pottstown also has a spending problem. Together with the school district,
Pottstown has among the highest real
estate taxes in the state.
As the chart (below) shows, the borough’s general fund has risen at nearly
triple the rate of inflation over the last
ten years, while its tax base has declined.
After passing a 2018 budget with a
12 percent tax increase that takes effect Feb. 15, Pottstown Council formed
an 11th-hour committee to look at
ways to cut costs.
But how much time and effort is a
volunteer committee going to put into
its mission? How much expertise will it
have?
The person best qualified to decide
what to cut was Mark Flanders, who
was borough manager for five years
and police chief for a decade before
that.
But Flanders retired last month
without laying anyone off — which
would have been unpopular — and left
the reins to his assistant, Justin
Borough
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Keller, who is now interim borough
manager without an assistant.
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Let’s hope Council is prepared
this time to make tough decisions.

Here’s a headline from last week:
Wal-Mart, the world’s richest corporation, is cutting 400 to 500 jobs at
its Arkansas headquarters to streamline operations.
In Emmaus, just south of Allentown, the Hearst Corporation has
bought out Rodale
Press,
the
town’s
mainstay for nearly
90 years. Hearst is
cutting 145 jobs.
Two weeks before
Christmas, Comcast
terminated
more than 500
Commentary by
sales employees
Thomas Hylton
in its central
division.
It’s called business, and heartless
as it may seem, managers don’t hesitate to reduce staff to keep their companies competitive.
Government is different. Our
elected leaders find it immensely
difficult to downsize, ever.
The federal government has doubled the national debt in the last ten
years for future generations to pay
off.
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