No end to costly top-down mandates
Yet another mandate:
For decades, school districts have
devoted long hours each year to
standardized testing on academics
and been graded on the results.
Now students must also be tested
on job-readiness skills, and districts
will be graded on the results.
Of course, school
districts are supposed to
carry out new mandates
with existing resources.
The same goes for
local governments, like
Pottstown
borough,
which
will
be
spending millions
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locally — on stormwater management
to meet state and
federal mandates to keep pollutants
out of the Schuylkill River.
The Pennsylvania legislature prides
itself on not raising taxes. It hasn’t
raised the personal income tax since
2003 — 16 years ago — and the state
sales tax has not been raised since
1968.
It’s easy to keep state taxes down
when you simply pass your costs on to
local municipalities.
For example, as the chart shows,
Pennsylvania pays among the lowest
shares of school district funding of the
50 states.
Suburban school districts, and
local municipalities that are part of

suburban school districts like Boyertown Area, Daniel Boone, and
Spring-Ford, have enough wealth to
carry out their mission with local
resources.
But Pottstown has a stand-alone
school district in a borough with a
declining tax base, a high rate of
poverty, and a plethora of social service agencies.
We can wring our hands about it,
or we can face reality and recognize
we can’t afford the big salaries, ample staff, and
plentiful materials
enjoyed by other municipalities and
school districts.
We simply have to be judicious
and creative with the resources we
do have.
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