Private philanthropy needed
For years, the most decrepit house in
downtown Pottstown has been 542 High
Street, a once-lovely home converted into a
rooming house in the 1960s. In the midst
of the Great Recession real estate meltdown, it was taken over by a bank and
passed through a succession of owners and
quickly deteriorated.
Now Pottstown businessman Robert Larkin will convert the house back into a single family home, restoring its original appearance, including the front porch, and
live there himself.
He recently obtained a variance from the Pottstown Zoning Hearing Board to build an
addition in the rear, which will
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The building is structurally sound, but it
would need to be gutted for restoration. An
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That’s just not economically viable. Many
other downtown Pottstown homes, although
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not as degraded as the King Street twins,
also need more work than the market will
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support. That’s why we have so many blighted properties.
But there’s plenty of private
money around — especially
among older citizens.
People accumulate wealth as
they age, so those 65 and older
have the greatest net worth.
And as the elderly contemplate the end of their lives, their
thoughts may turn toward sharing their wealth with their community.
There are lots of people who
grew up in Pottstown, attended 323-325 King Street has been vacant for
Pottstown schools, got their years. It will cost more to restore than
professional start in life in it’s worth, a problem with many historic
Pottstown, and then moved out Pottstown homes. That’s where private
into the suburbs because they philanthropy could help.

