Pottstown haven for poor
Only the Grinch would have
turned down a request by the
TriCounty Network and partners
to use the former St. Aloysius
Elementary School
on North Hanover
Street to house up
to 20 homeless people from 8 p.m. to 8
a.m. daily through
April 30.
Because
of the panCommentary by
demic, variThomas Hylton
ous
Pottstown churches which had served as homeless
shelters in previous winters are
now unable to do so.
But the St. Aloysius school
building has ample space in its
classrooms to allow Covid-19
social distancing protocols.
All the code requirements
have been met, and staff will be
on site to provide security. Pottstown Council voted unanimously Dec. 7 to approve the shelter
for immediate use.
Pottstown, of course, is the
poorest municipality between
Reading and Norristown, with
the highest percentage of low
income residents in the region.
Besides low housing prices
and a bus system that enables
people without a car to get
around, Pottstown has an abundance of social service agencies.
These agencies are much
needed. Most of them are subsidized by Pottstown taxpayers
because their non-profit proper-
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ties are exempt from real estate taxes. And
the number of tax exempt properties is
growing.
If there were no tax exempt properties in
Pottstown, borough real estate tax revenues
would increase more than $2 million annually.
When it comes to helping the needy,
Pottstown is particularly generous.

CREATIVE HEALTH is one of the many
Pottstown social service agencies that
is accessible through Pottstown’s bus
service.

THE 1887 WAINMAN HOUSE at 61 N.
Franklin Street has been restored by
the Pottstown Cluster of Religious Communities, which also owns the former
American Legion building next door.
The Cluster provides free food and
counseling for the needy.

Taxes lost: $2 million
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13.26

Lower Pottsgrove

3.87

Upper Pottsgrove

4.0
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3.0

FORMER ST. ALOYSIUS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL has been approved by Pottstown Council as a “warming center”
for the homeless 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily
through April 30.

