Quality rental market growing
Pottstown Council has always
sought to encourage homeownership over rentals. Homeownership
encourages people to invest in their
homes, take pride in them, and
make more of a commitment to their
neighborhood than transient
renters.
But the borough
never inventoried all
its properties until
2011. The inventory
found hundreds of
illegal conversions of
homes
into
apartments,
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had never been
inspected.
The licensing and inspections
department currently has identified
4,842 owner-occupied residences
and 2,645 rental parcels (housing a
total of 5,752 rental units). Starting
in 2015, rental units are now systematically inspected every two
years.
Meanwhile, there’s been a significant change in the housing market
in the Philadelphia area.
An increasing number of baby
boomers find that with their children grown and out of the house,
they no longer want a
large suburban home.
They’re opting to rent,
giving
them
greater
flexibility to travel, and,
in traditional towns like
Pottstown, to enjoy easy
access to stores, restaurants, medical facilities,
and parks.
Meanwhile, millennials are much more likely to be renters than
previous generations.
Affordability is the
A DERELICT FORMER HALFWAY HOUSE at York and King
streets, top right, was gutted
and transformed as eight topquality apartments in 2007 by
area Realtor Brian Kelly. Now
Robert and Paula Bickelman
hope to convert a former light
industry building at York and
Walnut streets, right,
into
four 2-bedroom apartments.
But they need a variance from
the zoning hearing board.

most common reason. Burdened
with student debt, many millennials
can’t afford a down payment on a
house. Moreover, as they’re starting
their careers, they want the flexibility
to move to advance their careers.
That’s why the number of multiunit housing projects has exploded
in recent years, according to a recent
study by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission.
Pottstown has lots of mid-sized
buildings, once used for retail, offices, and light manufacturing, that are
ideal for conversion into rental units.
Unlike the previous illegal conversions of houses, new rental units can
be top-quality, attracting young professionals and others who will contribute to our community.
Generations
Greatest generation

Born
Prior to 1924

Silent generation

1925-1945

Baby boomers

1946-1964

Generation X

1965-1980

Millennials
Post-millennials
Generation Z

1981-1996
1997-current

