It’s not that easy
Back in 2019, the Pottstown Area
Health and Wellness Foundation paid
an undisclosed sum to a panel of
experts from the Urban Land Institute to prepare a revitalization plan
for Pottstown.
One of its recommendations, discussed recently at a “town hall” meeting conducted through Zoom, was to
implement pull-in angle parking on
High Street.
Before making this recommendation, it apparently never occurred to
any of the ULI panelists to inquire
why Pottstown’s angle parking is
currently back-in, not pull-in.
The reason is simple.
High Street is a state highway, and
any parking configuration must conform to regulations of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT). These regulations make
it almost impossible to install pull-in
angle parking on a state road.
For decades, as shown in the photograph below, Pottstown employed
pull-in angle parking on both sides of
High Street. But it was banned by the

state in 1948, replaced
by parallel parking.
PennDOT now requires 30 feet of street
space for pull-in angle
parking — room for both
the parked cars and a
dedicated back–up
Commentary by
lane,
separate
Tom Hylton
from any travel
lane.
Twenty years ago, when Pottstown
tried to bring back angle parking, consulting engineers hired by the borough
concluded the only way to meet that
requirement would have been to eliminate parking on the south side of High
Street.
That would have lost parking spaces, not gained them — the whole point
of bringing back angle parking — and
meant that only motorists traveling
westbound on High Street would have
been able to park at all.
It took several years of painstaking
negotiations with PennDOT to get its
approval for the back-in configuration
we have today. (More Thursday).
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POTTSTOWN USED PULL-IN ANGLE PARKING on both sides of High Street
for decades prior to 1948, when it was banned by the Pennsylvania Department of Highways. High Street is a state highway.
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