Taking trash pick-up to the next level
Last week, we reported
that serious crimes in Pottstown fell last year to the
lowest point since 1973.
Less serious crimes have
also been down in recent
years.
Unfortunately, relatively
few people appreciate just
how safe Pottstown has become for law-abiding citizens, not that it’s ever been
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particularly dangerous.
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of mouth, or especially what especially along major thoroughfares. Special
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If a town has a lot of un- ups economical.
kempt and deteriorated
buildings, messy lawns,
and trash in the streets,
most people conclude
it’s not safe — certainly
not a desirable place to
live.
A 1982 article by two
criminologists
posited
that trash and decrepit
buildings
encourage
crime by signaling to
would-be
lawbreakers
that no one in the community cares. It became
know as the “broken
windows” theory of crime.
Whether trash encourages crime or
not, it certainly degrades everyone’s quality of life.
About ten years ago, Pottstown began
supplying homeowners with large wheeled
bins for recyclables and for
trash.
They replaced a variety of
beat-up
trash
cans
(sometimes missing lids),
boxes and plastic bags that
were
often
ripped
open
by
animals,
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Last year, the borough extended its contract with its hauler, J.P. Mascaro, to also include free bulk
pickup once a week.
All this has been a huge improvement
in Pottstown’s appearance.
Now it’s time to go a step further and
use professionals with the right equipment to clean up the street trash that
accumulates on our major streets.
It would be a great investment in
Pottstown’s image and livability.

