Ironically,

PECO mutilates, removes trees
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expensive, per capita, than
from its lowest 220 kV wires that supservicing the low density suburbs,
ply power directly to its customers
where the lines are buried and resibecause they didn’t cause problems.
dents don’t have to look at unsightly
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extended its trimming cycle to four or
Considering all the money PECO
five years to save money. With each
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than before, including clearance from
its 220 kV wires. Sometimes there’s
practically nothing of the tree left.
Last fall, PECO went even further
and started removing trees. The utility
announced it would remove street
trees on Beech, King and Chestnut
streets as part of a $5 million project
to replace utility poles in central Pottstown and add more.
AFTER THE trees were removed
Because it is a public utility, PECO
the wells were cemented over.
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SHADY VISTA DEGRADED — This photo shows the 400 block of King Street last
fall, before PECO began its tree removal and line clearance project. Three trees
on the right were removed and the rest were severely cut back. PECO would prefer to remove trees or cut them back to stubs rather than trim them properly,
which takes more time and effort. Clearance, not appearance!

