More grist for the bureaucratic mill
The Pennsylvania Auditor General’s
Office recently completed a three-year
audit of the Pottstown School District
and will soon release its findings to
the public.
There were some minor accounting
errors, which have been corrected. The
school district also pays a private firm
to audit our books each year which is
made public. Our most recent audit
was completely clean.
As a school board member, I welcome these audits. We’re spending 65
million taxpayer dollars this year, and
we need outside professionals to assure us that all is well.
I can’t say the same about the upcoming district level plan, which the
state Department of Education requires of all 500 school districts every
three years.
Pottstown’s most recent plan, for
the years 2019-2022, is on the district’s website. In fact, all districts are
supposed to publish their plans on

their website.
Although they are called “plans,”
they are really a catalogue of all the
things each district says it is doing
to comply with the mind-numbing
array of state mandates and regulations.
Our most recent
plan runs to 158 pages
of bureaucratic procedures, all described in opaque
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plans
appear to follow the same template.
We’ll take a closer look at this
time-consuming planning process
on Thursday.
Tom Hylton is a member of the Pottstown School Board. However, the views
expressed are his alone and not the
board’s.

THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION likes to keep close
tabs on the state’s 500 public school districts. In addition to a score of
data sets submitted annually to the state, Pottstown is now developing a three-year comprehensive plan that will go into voluminous detail
to demonstrate the school district is complying with all state regulations. As usual, success or failure will be judged by standardized tests.

