Why not a meadow?
Pottstown has 16 parks and tot
lots. In 2017, the borough discovered that Pollock Park, a little-used 2
-acre park on a former scrap yard
between South and Cross streets,
has contaminated soil going back
decades.
It was immediately closed and
fenced off with an unsightly orange
netting. Three years later, the soil
has yet to be remediated, and the
borough has decided to remove the
netting and simply put up signs
warning residents to keep out of the
park, which remains closed.
So why are we spending taxpayer
dollars to mow grass? Why isn’t this
land being converted into a meadow?
In 2017, the Pottstown School
Board voted to convert 3 acres of
grassy swale next to the former
Edgewood Elementary School into a
meadow. Three years later, the
meadow is flourishing. While the
appearance of manicured grass
lawns is appealing to many, shallowrooted turf is prone to stormwater
runoff because of compacted soils.
And Pottstown has a huge stormwater management problem.

Turf grasses stifle biological
diversity, and they require
frequent mowing. Fossil-fuel
powered mowers, of course,
pollute the air.
Meadows, on the other
hand, contain deepCommentary by
rooted natural grasses
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and wildflowers and
ferns. They absorb
and filter stormwater.
Meadows only require mowing once
or twice a year, which allows a site’s
vegetation to diversify. As the number
and types of plant species increase, the
meadow attracts different insects and a
wide range of birds.
Encouraged by the success of the
Edgewood Meadow, the school district
planted meadows at the middle schoolhigh school complex and four elementary schools last fall, bringing the total
meadow area on school district property
to 11 acres.
The borough owns 108 acres of
parks, some of which should be converted to meadows.
This is a simple, cost-effective step to
follow the sustainability plan the borough adopted in 2018.
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