3 billion birds lost since 1970
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In the meantime, the game commission advises people to take down
bird feeders and bird baths because
they encourage different kinds of
birds to congregate, which can
spread the disease.
No matter what the cause, and
how widespread the avian disease
may be, the latest outbreak is a
manifestation of species extinction
— something we’ve all read about
but think it’s just happening in Africa and Asia.
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Let that sink in. In just 50 years,
we’ve lost a quarter of our birds in
North America.
In 1970 the U.S. population was
205 million. Today it’s 331 million.
Each of these 125 million new
Americans is using more of the
earth’s resources than our predecessors. We’re burning more fossil
fuels, throwing out more plastic and
other trash, and paving over more
virgin land than ever before.
And we’re going to lose a lot more
birds in the future.

