Buildings demolished for parking
On Tuesday, we recalled how the
First Presbyterian Church
of Pottstown, originally located at High and Evans
streets, built a new church
in the North End with ample
parking
in
1963. The original
Commentary by
church was demolTom Hylton
ished and is now a
parking lot.
As society became more caroriented in the 1950s and 60s, Pottstown’s churches started building
parking lots to accommodate parishIN 1985, FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH bought and demolished a
ioners.
Victorian home just west of the
The former First Methodist Church,
church for a parking lot.
414 High Street, now in a zoning dispute with the borough, bought and
demolished a Victorian home on the west
side of the church in
1985 for parking.
In
1999,
the
church bought two
historic homes on the
east side
of
the
church to provide
more parking.
By that time, however, the borough had
adopted a historic IN 1999, FIRST METHODIST bought two houses
preservation
ordi- east of the church for more parking. By agreement
with the borough, the church promised to maintain
nance, so the church
the older home, above, in return for a permit to
had to negotiate.
demolish the second house for parking.
The church agreed
to maintain the small,
early 19th century
home, one of the oldest in Pottstown, in
order to demolish a
second, larger Victorian home for a parking lot.
The
church
wanted to put a
driveway directly to THE CHURCH AGREED TO THIS DESIGN provided
High Street, but the by the Pottstown Planning Commission. The new
borough demurred. parking lot is shown below from Apple Street.
In previous years, to
its later regret, the borough had allowed the demolition of numerous
buildings on High Street for parking
lots directly on the street. This undermined the historic character of Pottstown’s showcase street.
Unfortunately, decades later, the
previously permitted parking lots lining High Street are still with us.

