Culture can change for the better (1)
In recent weeks, we’ve written about climate change, the greatest
existential threat to the human race except for an all-out nuclear
war. But atomic warfare would require a series of profound miscalculations. Fostering climate change only requires us to keep
doing what we’ve been doing for decades.
Mitigating global warming will require a change in our thinking.
Among other things, we’ll need to walk more, cut down on
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our meat consumption and food waste, reduce turf and asTom Hylton
phalt, plant trees and water-absorbing plants, and replace
fossil fuel consumption with renewable electric power.
Many people find these lifestyle changes to
be onerous or unrealistic, or both.
But America has experienced many dramatic culture changes in the past.
Surely the greatest culture change in
American history was the abolition of slavery. Slavery is such a horrific blot on civilization it is hard to image any time in human
history that it was acceptable.
But for most of American history, slavery
was business as usual. It was practiced in
the colonies starting in 1619, when 20 enslaved Africans were brought to Jamestown,
Virginia. For the next 246 years, it was
tolerated. Pennsylvania did not abolish slavery until 1780. At the time of the Civil War,
slavery was practiced in 15 southern states.
We like to think the Civil War started over
slavery, but it did not. The northern states
resisted the southern states’ attempt to secede from the Union. It was not until the war
was well under way that President Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation.
In fact, pre-war abolitionists were des- MONUMENT TO Elijah Parish
pised by many in the North, as well as most Lovejoy in Alton, Illinois, a
everyone in the South, for their campaign to free state, where Lovejoy pubend slavery.
lished an anti-slavery newspaRegarding the North, famed abolitionist per in the 1830s. His printing
Wm Lloyd Garrison said, “I found contempt press was destroyed three
more bitter, opposition more active, preju- times by pro-slavery mobs.
dice more stubborn, and apathy more fro- Lovejoy was murdered in a
zen, than among slave owners themselves.” fourth mob attack in 1837.
Nevertheless, abolitionists persisted
until slavery was abolished by the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865.

PENNSYLVANIA HALL in Philadelphia, built by the Pennsylvania AntiSlavery Society as a “Temple of Free
Discussion,” was burned down by a
pro-slavery mob just three days after
it was completed in 1838.

FIFTEEN STATES permitted the
slavery of black people prior to
the Civil War and the adoption of
the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution in 1865.

