Mascots caught up in changing norms
In our deeply polarized world, how important is a school mascot?
My forebears at William Allen, my alma mater in Allentown,
picked the “canary” more than a century ago in a flight of whimsy.
But to many people, a mascot is serious business.
A senior at Twin Valley High School has earned a lot of attention
lately in her crusade to get the school district to drop its Indian
mascot, which many native Americans find offensive.
High schools and colleges nationwide have been changing
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mascots as we become more culturally enlightened.
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One interesting example is Amherst College, whose unofficial mascot was Lord Jeff, a colonial-era British commander
for whom the town of Amherst, Massachusetts, is named.
Besides killing native Americans outright, Lord Jeff gave them smallpoxinfected blankets. “You will do well to try to inoculate the Indians by means of
blankets, as well as to try every other method to extirpate
this execrable race,” he wrote in a letter. Lord Jeff was replaced in 2017 by a mammoth, whose bones can be found in
an Amherst museum.
I can guess how the Twin Valley saga will play out.
The school board will eventually appoint a committee
with representatives from the board, the faculty, the student
body, alumni, parents, members of the community, and
MY FAVORITE they will meet every
month for a year to
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discuss ideas, followed
canary, of course! by a survey. We’ll see.
AMHERST
COLLEGE
replaced
Lord Jeffrey Amherst with a mammoth as the college
mascot.
Some
students
preferred
“the
fighting poets” for
their new mascot.

POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT is represented by both
black and white Trojans. Fortunately, no known descendants of
Troy have complained.
FLORIDA STATE
UNIVERSITY
has
the official blessings of the Seminole Tribal Council
of Florida to use
their name and
representation
of
Chief Osceola, left,
as their mascot.
Still, not all Seminoles are pleased.

