Fixing a High Street eyesore
On Tuesday, we discussed the
first property transfer facilitated by
the Pottstown Land Bank, an organization created by Council in 2017 to
acquire and transfer blighted properties to private developers for restoration.

The Land Bank will receive title
to a house at 707 Hamilton Street
from the borough and transfer it at
no cost to Genesis Housing Corp.
for redevelopment and resale.
Although it is great to see a
blighted property fixed
up and put back on the
tax roles, the 707 Hamilton Street house is one
of the most secluded
properties in Pottstown.
Hamilton Street
Commentary by
is more like a
Tom Hylton
driveway than a
street, leading to a
twin house hidden behind trees between Grant Street and the Hill
School’s far fields.
The most visible blighted properties in Pottstown — and probably the
worst — is 542 High Street, in the
middle of the block that includes the
Pottstown Regional Public Library.
At one time, the 500 block of High
Street mostly consisted of ornate
single family homes.
One by one, the houses were all
converted to apartments or rooming
houses. Only one single family dwelling remains, at 549 High St., which
is owned by a Perkasie firm.
The house at 542 High Street was
converted into a rooming house in
the 1960s. In the midst of the Great
Recession real estate meltdown, it
was taken over by a bank and
passed through a succession of owners and quickly deteriorated.
Pottstown businessman Robert
Larkin, who owns two multi-unit
apartment buildings adjacent to 542
High Street, proposes to convert the
house back into a single family
home. He plans to restore its original
appearance, including the front
porch, and live there himself.
Last year, he obtained a variance
from the Pottstown Zoning Hearing
Board to build an addition in the
rear, which will include an attached
garage.
Larkin says he plans to have the
building envelope restored and begin
interior work this fall.

FOR DECADES 542 High Street
was a boarding house.

THE BUILDING DETERIORATED
and has been vacant for years.

AN ATTACHED GARAGE is
planned for the rear of the property.

