From church to mission center
On Tuesday, we discussed
how postwar suburban development, made possible by
ample land outside Pottstown
and the growing use of cars,
slowly robbed the borough of
its middle class and affluent
residents, followed by stores
and offices.
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sanctuary building was built
in 1869, and various subsequent additions contained
classrooms and gathering
spaces, including a full size
gym in the basement.
But the middle class migration from Pottstown affected First Methodist as well as
other long-established Pottstown churches.
Nearly all of these churches have seen their congregations dwindle as parishioners
died or moved away, and new
churches in the developing CEDARVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
countryside areas attracted has a spacious campus with ample parking.
younger parishioners.
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In recent years, the congregation at
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30 worshipping members, according
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to its website.
In addition, Mission First provides an
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