First Presbyterian first to leave
Last week, we discussed how
postwar suburban development
slowly robbed Pottstown of its
middle class and affluent residents, later followed by downtown stores and offices.
The exodus of people with
means also left behind numerous magnificent church buildings with dwindling congregations.
Two years ago,
the First United
M e t h o d i s t
Church on the
400 block of High
street
merged FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, built in
with Cedar- 1889 at High and Evans streets, was reUnited placed in 1963 by the present building in
Commentary by ville
M e t h o d i s t the North End, below.
Tom Hylton
C h u r c h ,
where
services are now held.
The First Methodist property
on High Street has become a
mission house, providing food,
clothing, and household items
to poor people.
But long before, the First
Presbyterian Church left High
Street altogether. Back in the
1960s, parishioners wanted a
modern building and more
space, including ample parking. They built a new church in
the then-developing
North
End, where a new Pottstown
High School had just opened.
The old church building at
High and Evans streets was
purchased by the adjacent
YMCA and torn down for a
modern addition to the Y.
However, the YMCA itself
then succumbed to the lure of
a spacious modern building.
Plans for an addition were
scrapped and the Y raised
money to build a new structure
at Wilson and Adams streets, THE CHURCH WAS RAZED to build an addijust across the street from the tion to the Pottstown YMCA at King and
new high school.
Evans streets. But the YMCA later decided
After the new YMCA opened to build a new building in the North End,
in 1970, the old YMCA building on North Adams Street, and the old YMCA
was razed, and the site has complex was torn down.
been a parking lot ever
since.
It’s hard to
keep
the
downtown
attractive and
vibrant.
A PARKING LOT REPLACED BOTH BUILDINGS.

