Climate change problem-solving
On Tuesday, we published a column about climate change written by
Stephen Rodriguez, Pottstown superintendent of schools, which appeared
in a recent newsletter of the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators.
Climate change is an existential
threat to civilization,
and our young people
will face the brunt of it.
Rodriguez noted that
he had recently met
with a group of Pottstown students whose
chief
complaint
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relevance and the
need to be engaged
at a higher level.
There are lots of specific actions
the Pottstown School District can
take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, engage students, and set a
good example for the community.
Here’s one example: One of the
best things we can do to help our
world is reduce food waste. Growing
food consumes an enormous amount
of water and energy, and yet a third
of the food raised or prepared on this
planet doesn’t make it from farm to
fork.
That’s especially shocking when
the United Nations estimates that
more than 800 million people went
hungry last year.
But even when food arrives on the
table, much of it is wasted in rich
countries like America,
A few years ago, a group of Pottstown high school students discovered
that much of the healthy food served
for school lunches goes directly from
trays to trash.
The students researched why students behave the way they do and
sought solutions.
The students found studies on the
internet showing that kids love to eat
fruit in ready-to-eat bite-sized pieces,
but in most school settings, the fruit
is served whole.
They reviewed a pilot project conducted by Cornell University in 16
elementary and middle schools in
Wayne County, New York, that compared serving fruit whole or serving it
in slices.
In school cafeterias using slicers,
the percentage of students who ate
more than half their apple increased
by 73 percent.

The students documented their findings and submitted them to Dow, the
chemical company, for its “We are Innovators” competition.
The Pottstown students were awarded
a scholarship to a non-profit program
called ME to WE that sends American
students abroad for 10 days in the summer to help communities in developing
countries.
That’s a great experience for the students, who have since graduated and
moved on with their lives.
But have we truly changed our students’ eating habits? Do we have an ongoing program to reduce food waste?
What else can we do to reduce emissions? More next week.

POTTSTOWN STUDENTS Asgar Ali
and Shane Duncan demonstrate a
fruit slicer they created that won
the DOW “We Are Innovators Challenge” and a 10-day trip to Ecuador in 2018 with engineering
teacher/advisor Andy Bachman.

KENYA BOUND — Three years
later, Pottstown students Jacob
Eames and David Hicks won the
same DOW “challenge” and took
a 10-day trip to Kenya with
teacher/advisor Andy Bachman.

